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MY SON WON'T BE 
‘A STATISTIC’ 


Single mom vowed to beat odds after fiance was brutally murdered 


S 


PHOTOS BY JOHN D. SIMMONS jsimmons@charlotteobserver.com 


Aura Davis’ son, Al’Mahn Wilson, was just three months old when his father Alkenyatta “Al” Wilson went missing. They 
moved to Charlotte in 2006 to start a new life. 


BY ANNA DOUGLAS 
adouglas@charlotteobserver.com 


heir wedding day was just 

three weeks away when Aura 

Davis’ fiance went missing. 

Davis had seen 27-year-old 

Alkenyatta “Al” Wilson at work, just 
hours earlier on July 27, 2001. He 
stepped outside and met her at her 
car. They held hands, laughed and he 
kissed her. They were looking for- 
ward to a honeymoon in Jamaica. 

When Wilson didn’t come home 
from work that night, Davis knew 
something was wrong. 

She reported him missing that 
night. A couple weeks later, the wed- 
ding was canceled. 

Wilson’s disappearance stumped 
police in the small Alabama town. 
“Tt’s like he just fell off the face of 
the earth,” one police captain said. 

Months passed, and detectives 
could find no trace of him. 

Finally, two and a half years later, 
they found Wilson’s body at the 
bottom of a well. 

He had been beaten and violently 
dropped, head first, 40 feet down 
into an old well shaft, his hands and 
feet bound by rope and his mouth 


Al Wilson had one Father's Day with 
his son Al’Mahn. Wilson was missing 
for more than two years before 
investigators learned his fate. 


taped shut, forensic evidence re- 
vealed. His green Ford pickup truck 
was buried 8 feet underground in a 
remote field. 

Davis was devastated. Her worst 
fears were confirmed: 

Her fiance wasn’t coming back. 
And, their son would grow up with- 
out a father. 

Al’Mahn Wilson was almost 3 
years old. He was an infant when his 
father was brutally murdered. 


Davis felt the odds were against 
her son. 


A BETTER LIFE 

Davis and Wilson had great expec- 
tations for Al’Mahn. 

“We had this very structured way 
we were going to raise him ... We 
used to play classical music while he 
was in the womb. We would talk to 
him just like he was an adult. I would 
read to him, even in the womb,” 
Davis said. 

Al’Mahn’s life, she hoped, would 
be better than hers. She was raised 
by a single mom in Atlanta. 

“My mom didn’t encourage me to 
go to school,” Davis said. “I really 
always wanted to have a better edu- 
cation for (Al’Mahn) - a better up- 
bringing.” 

Wilson, from Florida, had shared 
the same values. His parents were 
teachers. 

“He had this family life that I had 
always wanted,” Davis said. 

Their attraction was instant when 
Davis met Wilson at Tuskegee Uni- 
versity, a historically black college in 
Alabama. She was 18, a freshman 
away from home for the first time. 
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GOP 
has a 
shot for 
mayor 


E A poll this month found Democrat Vi 
Lyles and Republican Kenny Smith 
essentially deadlocked for Charlotte 
mayor. Anecdotal evidence suggests the 
same. 


BY JIM MORRILL 
AND STEVE HARRISON 


jmorrill@charlotteobserver.com 
sharrison@charlotteobserver.com 


Charlotte Democrats outnumber Repub- 
licans more than 2-1. They dominate local 
offices and drubbed GOP candidates last 
November. 

Republicans couldn’t even field a full 
slate of city council candidates this year. 

So why does the mayoral 
election seem to be so 
close? 

A Spectrum News poll last 
month found that despite 
being outspent, Democrat 
Vi Lyles was essentially 
deadlocked with Republican 
Kenny Smith. Anecdotal 
evidence suggests the same. 

“I would be surprised but 
not shocked (if Smith 
wins),” said Dan McCorkle, 
a Democratic strategist not 
involved in the campaign. 
“Mayor’s races have always 
been close. People hold that 
to a different standard.” 

Three of Charlotte’s past 
four elections have, like this 
one, been for an open seat. 
Democrats won them all, but not by much. 
In 2015, Democrat Jennifer Roberts beat 
Republican Edwin Peacock with just 
52 percent of the vote. 

Election officials expect fewer than one 
in five Charlotte voters to turn out. 

Lyles, 66, wants to replace Roberts, 
whom she upset in September’s primary. 

Smith, 44, is trying to become the first 
Republican mayor since Pat McCrory left 
office in 2009. Both he and Lyles are on 
the city council. 

Peacock called it “a very low-energy 
campaign publicly.” 

“(There’s) not a lot of interest or issues 
driving the race,” he said. 

UNC Charlotte political scientist Eric 
Heberlig said the major events of the past 
two years - the city ordinance that sparked 
House Bill 2 and the protests that followed 
a police shooting - shadow the current 
race. 

“Fallout from HB2 and the Keith La- 
mont Scott shooting are still there and 
probably work to the Republican’s ad- 
vantage,” he said. 


Vi Lyles 


Kenny 
Smith 
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INSIGHT 
LGBTQ RIGHTS 


Are activists following the path 
of the 1960s civil rights 
movement, or are they 
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